
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Worship & Sacraments Commission 
Minutes of Meeting October 22, 2019 

 
 
Members Present: Hope Davenport (Chair), Warren Smith, Yuki Lauber, Paula Fogt, Michael Bolek, Mary Blake, Rick 
Volk, Michael Truax 
 
Members Absent: Amy Wissel, Lisa Brown, Casey Mitchell, Helena Osubor 
	
Ex Officio Present: Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.) 
 

I. Gather: 7:03 PM 
A. Opening Prayer and reflection on a prayer from St. Thérèse of Lisieux was offered by Mary Ella. 

i. The prayer was read together and then silently. Members then reflected on the prayer. 
B. Ice Breaker: Are you sunshine, daylight, twilight, or night? Please share why you picked your time of day. 

i. Members shared their thoughts on their favorite time of day. 
 

II. Business 
A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from September 24, 2019. 

i. Minutes approved with no changes. 
ii. Public minutes approved with no changes. 

B. Pastoral Council Meeting – Mary Blake 
i. Discernment process did not produce any new parish council members, they did pick up two 

volunteers. 
ii. The Archdiocese has waived the final $320,895 that St. Max owes from the One Faith, One Hope, 

One Love Campaign. This will allow the building project at St. Max to proceed sooner.  
iii. The roof is becoming a problem and Larry updated PC on solutions. 
iv. The meetings on the book “Letter to a Suffering Church” are ending. Additional resources will be 

available on the St. Max website. 
v. Meetings are being offered in October on our parish theme, “I Thirst for You”, to help parishioners 

understand the spirituality of the theme. 
vi. Fr. Riehle shared the preliminary plans for the building expansion. 

C. Mary Ella – Staff Report  
i. Confirmation with Archbishop Schnurr will be celebrated November 6th. 
ii. Confirmations will be in the fall and spring. 
iii. Special needs ministry update 

1. Are we meeting the needs of our parishioners with special needs? How do we find out if we 
are meeting their needs? What can we do and what would it look like in the WS quadrant? 
Mary Ella would like WSC members to be thinking about these questions and bring ideas 
back to the WSC. 

2. Mary Ella met with Center Pointe Christian Church because they have a great program for 
those with special needs.  

3. A parishioner had the idea of having a trained individual to take special needs children to 
children’s liturgy of the word. 

4. Mary Ella wants to be sure we are not missing a need, and do we have the resources to 
meet that need. 

5. Include Me! usually has one to five families at the 12:00pm Mass in the Large Conference 
room. 

a. Live stream on TV. 
b. Two coordinators.  
c. Worship Aids. 
d. EMHC for the conference room. 

iv. Fr. Riehle thinking about adding 8:00am Christmas Mass in 2020. 
1. Question for WSC members: Is there a need for this time? 

a. Mary thinks based on the attendance at the 12:00pm Mass another Mass at 
8:00am would not be needed. 

b. Mike T and Mike B both think 8:00am Mass would help families schedule opening 
presents and other family activities after Mass. It would cut down on attendance at 
10:00am and 12:00pm. 



c. Paula suggested moving Mass times to 8:30am, 10:30am and 12:30pm. Mary Ella 
thinks it would be best to keep with the normal weekend schedule. 

2. The 3:00pm & 5:30pm Christmas Eve Masses are the most attended. 
v. Children will be bringing up baby Jesus at Christmas Masses. 

a. The ushers will pick a family at each Mass. 
vi. New Communion patents/plates 

1. The current plates have ridges which make them more difficult to purify. 
2. Mary Ella passed out one example of a possible new smooth plate. They would be $265 

each and we would need 20. 
3. Mary Ella just wanted to make WSC members aware of possible new plates. No decision 

has been made on replacing the current plates. 
vii. A Smile Amazon wish list for needed items is being put together as a way for parishioners to 

purchase items for the parish. 
viii. During Advent families will be able to sign up to light the candles on the Advent Wreath before 

Mass. 
ix. Reviewing ways to fulfill the mandated 2nd collections for the Archdiocese without having to pass 

baskets. It is not required by the Archdiocese that baskets be passed around for the 2nd collection. 
x. A breakfast was held to thank the weekday Mass altar servers. 
xi. New hosts packaging will be one hundred hosts per roll. This should make it easier to count the 

hosts. 
xii. Guidelines for receiving Holy Communion 

1. Mary Ella passed out a sheet with guidelines and asked WSC members to look it over and 
be prepared to discuss at the next WSC meeting. The wording needs to be tweaked a little. 

2. Should this be included in our worship aid? 
3. Do we need some language in the worship aid to be hospitable to those at Mass who are 

not Catholic? 
 

III. Book Study Discussion 
A. Review & Discussion of preface and part 2 in “Searching for and Maintaining Peace” pages 22-45 

i. Our whole life is in God’s hands. Our full trust in God is the answer. 
ii. It can be difficult to let go and put full trust in God. God gave us talents to participate in the process. 
iii. Abandoning and full trust in God is a lifelong process. In the “Rule of St. Benedict”, St. Benedict 

envisions a balanced life of prayer and work. 
iv. The book did not make clear what the author meant by the concept of meditation. 
v. It is critical to be aware of how God is working in our life. Sometimes it can be very challenging to 

clear our minds and focus on what you are hearing at that moment. 
vi. When you abandon yourself to God you can take joy in misfortunes because they are for your 

benefit. 
vii. God is very active in working in our lives and we have to recognize His work in our lives. 
viii. Trials in life help to strengthen us. 
ix. The biggest challenge can be giving up control. The passage on page 26 of the book speaks to this 

issue – “And, nevertheless, he still doubts” from The Dialog of St. Catherine of Siena. 
x. We need to be strong in our faith and be ready for difficulties. 

 
IV. Updates  

A. Intro to Worship Assessment/Evaluating 
i. Mary Ella has simplified the Advent Evaluation tool. 
ii. An “Overview of the Parish Liturgy Assessment Process” from another church was passed out for 

WSC members to read over and think about. 
iii. Liturgical assessment is not about personal musical taste or evaluating the personal style of 

ministers.  
iv. Assessment is a three-part process 

1. Formation 
a. WSC members are the liturgy committee of the parish. They should read through 

the documents and assessment tool and be formed in basic liturgical principles. 
2. Assessment 

a. Members use the evaluation tool to help record their observations of liturgical 
celebrations.  

3. Followup 
a. Opportunity for everyone to get together and discuss their observations 



v. Mary Ella is hoping this sample liturgical assessment will give members an idea of what is needed 
for evaluation of our liturgy. 

vi. Mary Ella suggested members listen to this podcast because it has some great perspectives: 
https://www.ministrymonday.org/episodes/2019/8/12/070-understaning-liturgical-
assessment-replay 

1. How can we grow from where our liturgy is now, and what can we do better next year? 
2. How can we grow while staying within the bounds of the liturgical documents? 

vii. We will do a Christmas season evaluation after Advent and an Ordinary Time evaluation after the 
Christmas season. 

B. Feedback from the new liturgical minister’s procedures 
i. Sanctus Bells 

1. The Sanctus Bells were donated by a parishioner. 
2. The bells will sound slightly different depending on the person ringing the bells. 

ii. Changes to the amount of wine in chalices.  
1. Still trying to find the right amount of wine in the chalices to have what is needed and not 

have a lot left over. 
2. The second weekend the chalices were one third filled because the first week we filled 

them half full and there was a lot left over that needed to be consumed by the priest and 
deacon. 

iii. New liturgical minister’s dress guidelines. 
1. Members observed that ministers were nicely dressed. 
2. At one Mass those bringing up the gifts were not as nicely dressed. 

a. Should this be an issue? Should ushers not pick individuals if they are not nicely 
dressed? 

3. EMHC’s bowing together was nice. 
4. Some resistance to the wearing of jackets and ties. 

a. The guidelines state that jackets and ties are preferable, not a requirement. 
5. The goal is to raise the bar during our liturgical celebrations. 

 
V. Formation – The Liturgy Documents Volume One “Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy / Sacrosanctum Concilium” 

Page 7, Nos. 1 – 6 
A. WSC Members took turns reading different sections of the documents during the meeting. 

i. Mary Ella found section 4 interesting where the Council states, “where necessary, the rites be 
revised carefully in the light of sound tradition and that they be given new vigor to meet the 
circumstances and needs of modern times.” 

1. It is important to be careful with the idea of what is needed in modern times. 
 

II. Closing Prayer 
 

III. Meeting adjourned at 9:02 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary) 
 


